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After fears of beiat shored 
to the wall by successive 
governaenta, the uneaployed 
are now ta danger of being 
pushed right through it 
by Thatcher and her cronlea. 
They then face the proapect 
of having to rebuild the 
(■all for the governaent, 
free of charge. 

Oh September 5th the Tory 
Governaent la introducing 
the taployaent Training 
Prograaae. (FTP) which la 
baalcally Intended to force 
the uneaployed to work for 
their dole. 

The Torlea dale that FTP 
la voluntary, but aa we 
have all aeen In the past, 
the governaent definition 
of the word 'voluntary' 
is considerably different 
froa dictionary definition. 
In fact, anyone who refuses 
to take a place on FTP will 
be referred to a clalaant 
adjudication and disqualified 
froa uneaployarnt benefit 
for sit aooths and have 
any auppleaentary benefit 
clalaed during that period 
cat by AOS. In other words 
work or starve. Soae choice. 

A total of 620,000 people 
will be forced onto this 
training prograaae with 
18-24 year olds and long 
tern uneaployed bearing the 


The prograaae la split 
Into 3 sections: 

1. Everyone of the 225,000 
people aged between IB-24 
year a old, who have been 
clalaing benefit for between 
ail and twelve Booths will 
be guaranteed a place. 

2. Of the 400,000 people 
between the ages of 18-50, 
150,000 will be offered 
a training place. 


These training places will 
all last an average of ail 
Booths. But, as we've learned 
with other achoars in the 
peat, there will be very 
little training and even 
lesa proapect of a real 
job at the end of thea. 

There is talk that the ETP 
will be eitended to cover 
2 Billion people within 
the nest 3 years. No doubt 
all theae people will dis¬ 
appear froa the uneaployaent 
statistics as well, but 
FTP has far acre serious 
laplicatlons than aerely 
artificially lowering the 
jobless total. 

Other so called training 
programs in the pant have 
been used by caployera to 
lower the wages of eilstlng 
workers, but now FTP eaploy- 
ers will have a vast aray 
of cheap labour, within 
an even lower level of pay 
for the bosses to eiploit. 
Also as an added bonus for 
caployera, all trainees 
taken on under FTP are being 
placed outside eilstlng 
legislation which provides 
caapenaation for lnjuriaa 
or death at work due to 
caployera negligence. Nor 
will trainee workers be 
allowed a stateaent outlining 
teraa and conditions of 
service. 

Now you certainly don't 
have to be in the genius 
bracket to figure out, that 
the outcoae of all this 
will be further erosion 
of workers wages, living 
standards and rights. Espec¬ 
ially when you take into 
consideration that Trade 
Unions will no longer be 
able to veto ac h eaaa where 
trainees are used as substit¬ 
utes for staff vacancies. 


the FTP. For the Bake of 
a few derisory concessions 
(roughly £10 eitra a week 
per trainee forced onto 
ETP) the TUC have actually 
agreed to co-operate with 
this slave labour schaae. 

This abject betrayal of 
both naployed and uneaployed 
workers by the TOC when 
put alongside, the iapotence 
and eapty silence blustering 
of the Labour tarty clearly 
shows once again that 

real opposition to these 
aavage attacks can only 
con* froa within the class 
itself. It is ia the inter¬ 
ests of both canployed and 
uneaployed not to let the 
jobless be used aa cheap 

labour. Both auat join to¬ 
gether not only to fight 

FTP but to fight all auch 

attacks on the working class. 


It ia for this reason that 
Bed Action supports the 
Uneaployed Workers Charter 
(INC) in their struggle 
against FTP. The INC la 
not only atteapling to or¬ 
ganise the uneaployed ia 
their own aoveaent, but 
to unite thea with rank 
and file trade unionists 
and other eaployed workers 
la a caapeign to aaash FTP 
and any other future attacks 
on the uneaployed. 

In their atteapt to provide 
a real alternative to the 
wishy-washy 'Hands across 
Britain' type stunts that 
have in the past proved 
so futile and pointless, 
the UWC fully deserve our 
support in their struggle. 



3. There will also be 170,000 

places on coaaunlty work This latest attack on the 
projects, slallar to the working classes was only 
present Coaaunlty Prograaae. aade possible by the treach¬ 
ery of the TOC who heve 
(Uneaployed Organiser paper gone froa aerely back pedal 1- 
of the UWC). lag to back-«tabbing over 


•The unity of employed and unemployed wortert i« the key to 
•meshing ’WorWere' 


•capitalkills 

part 2. football& 
fascism 


Issue4^^u£usU98^^0|) 



On 18th April 50 part-tiae workers, aoatly uader the 
age of 25, at Wythenshewe Agency for Coaaunlty Services 
(WAGS) went on strike. We went on strike against new 
cootracta of reduction in hours and wages of between 
£7 and £20 per week. WACS is a Manpower Services Com 
tsalon funded Co a au nlty Prograaae Scheae. After 2 weeks 
and 4 days of picketing, petitioning, lobbying, collect- 
Iona at other Manchester Factories, thr strikers aoatly 
TOGU aeabera, decided to eiert wore pressure on aanagr 
aent. On 5th May fifteen strikers occupied the wages 
and adainlatratlon offices, also closing off the ITS 
workshops, forcing 500 ITS workers to gladly take the 
day off. 

Froa 10aa onwards aanageaent bussed in painters, garden¬ 
ers and wood-workers, also eaployed by WACS but who 
hadn't been issued new contracts. Not surprisingly they 
deaanded their wages froa the strikers who had barricaded 
the wages departaent. It was pay day. The strikers how¬ 
ever held out as negotiations took place between aanage¬ 
aent and the TCWU. Until thia point, aanageaent had 
refused to recognise the TCWU. 

The workers bussed in by aanageaent becaae aore hostile. 
A couple of vans of riot police arrived. However WACS 
rent the building froa a coaaunlty association which 
supported the strike, and although the building was 
also a polling station that day, the police did not 
aaash the occupation, instead urging aanageaent to caae 
up with a aettleaent quickly. 

At 1.30 thr strikers caae out of occupation after being 
offered an iaproveaent. The new agreearni nr ant that 
those who were to lose £20 and £7 would now lose £7 
and £1.70 respectively. Thia Included a slight increase 
on the hourly rate, not a demand of the strikers. 

We were able to claia thia as a victory. There was a 
substantial iaproveaent la the original cut, the TGWU 
had been recognised, there were no Backings ( aa threat¬ 
ened at the beginning of the strike ) and the other 
scheae workers have seen us winning soaething. Incident¬ 
ally, the gardeners on the scheae had accepted a drastic 
cut in their wages 2 aonths earlier. When our union 
official eiplained why we had occupied and what had 
been offered, one gardener said, "But we were cut 2 
aonths ago". The TGWU official replied, "Well, you know 
what to do". 

What la significant about our WACS strike? Cuaasinity 
Program? (CP) Scheae Workers, being part-tiae and tsap¬ 
or sry, are generally un-unionised. It la eitreaely rare 
that new contracts agreed by the HSC have been reversed 
by strike action. To our knowledge thia la the longest 
strike on a CP scheae. 

We believed we were able to win (despite scabbing) be¬ 
cause we were right all along that aanageaent dit not 
need to sake such cuts. 

We were determined and highly organised, raising support 
at other work places. We aade deaands of TO bureaucrats 
eg. we fought and won the right to address Manchester's 
May by rally after we had been initially refused by 
the Trades Council Chalraan. We sent flying pickets 
to playgroups, youth clubs and old peoples hoars where 
we work asking thea to support ua and turn away scabs. 

In Septeaber theae CP Schemes will be bringing in Work¬ 
fare. or aa it ia coaaonly known 'working for your dole'. 
Undoubtedly the ala of the Septeaber changes ia to 
bring down wages generally and organise the long tera 
uneaployed into acab labour. The uneaployed and under 
eaployed auat start now to fight the latest threat to 
the TO aoveaent ia the same way our aaall, but signif¬ 
icant, strike did. Accently, TONI aeabera occupied HACK) 
offices in St Helens and 'discovered' a document propos¬ 
ing that as s condition of their parole, prisoners ahould 
be forced to work for their dole. Theae labour cbm 
aust not be allowed. 

The 5NP told ua to go back froa by one. 

They claia there ia a 'downturn' in the working class, 
and strikes like ours don't win. Well. Wythenshewe has 
seen an upturn Until we all start fighting we will 
be waiting for the upturn forever. I have written to 
IA because if you had a branch in Manchester we could 
have relied on you for support. 

We will be on strike again on 15th June aa part oa the 
National by of Action against Workfare and will be 
lobbying the NSC headquarters ia Sheffield with other 
CP workers and uneaployed. 

Yours fraternally 







AND TEARS 


TV Mil has decided that 
the explosion oa Piper Alpha 
which reaultad la the slough 
tar of 1*7 amber* of the 
working claaa has haaa suffi- 
clastly exploited and ao 


It U a loagar considered 
to ha of pahllc lat e reat. 

This will of coarse he of 
groat relief to the owners 
of the Otcideetal who like 
the other employers la the 
North Sea would like to 
gat things 'hock to noraal*. 
Now that all the hoo-ha 
has diad down what 'getting 
hock to noraal' asms, la 
the conditions that created 
the atrocity trill with soae 
superficial changes continue 
to operate. 

This is not aiaply a predic¬ 
tion by a deasated lefty, 
it is aiaply a conclusion 
ran ched as a result of obser¬ 
ving what has happened after 
similar events is the recant 


Since the disaster oa the 
Herald of Prae Enterprise 
the aanagaoeat of P*0 have 
not only not adopted the 
new safety procedures, but 
have braxeoly implemented 
changes which have grantly 
decreased the safety of! 
passengers and craw. The 
Hacking of over 1,000 exper¬ 
ienced striking craw amber* 
has meant that P+O la forced 
to recruit scab labour total¬ 
ly untrained and unsuited 
for the specialist type 
of work. Seme of than had 
been previously sacked by 
the coapaay for industrial 
nla-coaduct such as alcohol- 
laa etc. 

Aligned to enforced changes 
in the rots and working 
prat ices aeaalng a crew 
working 12 hour shifts has 
left NUHAST the officers 

union caaplalning that there 
is a shortage of people 
with adequate training. 

They further claia that 

qualified staff are being 
hauled in to cover for lack 

of numbers whenever the 
Departaeot of Transport 
has an inspection. Guardian 
July 22nd. 

The fact that this happens 
and that they are actually 
warned of the Inspection 

the Department suggests 

deep and ingrained corrupt¬ 
ion. Why are they so arrogant 
and why are they so confident 
they can get away with itT 
Ode of the min reasons 
is the way these events 
are handled by the Media. 

In the first place whatever 
has occured is presented 
as a tragedy, a natural 
diaaater. By Implication 
something that would not 
have been prevented or some¬ 
thing which was like 'an 
act of God' was unavoidable. 
The huaan response to any 
such event ia to help, ao 
funds are set up with the 
tabloida cheerleading the 
generouaity of the public. 
There la the obligatory 
viait from Thatcher who 
traditionally praiaes the 
efforts of the police, aray 
and rescue services, a useful 
public relations plug la 
these troubled tiaea. 

Meanwhile the Media search 
for class as to "What went 
wrong", but only find scape¬ 
goats and 'rad herrings'. 
'Sinister hooligans' were 
responsible for the fire 
at Bradford, 'an araoaist' 
caaasd the fire at Kings 
Cross, there ^ even early 
aoecwlatlon that a 'bomb' 



safely takes a dive 


was the cases of the explos¬ 
ion oa Mper Alpha. A spoke 
am for the coapaay will 
talk of 'everything hwaaaely 
possible' being done for 
the victims 

of the families. There will 
be the usual hints of gamer- 
ous compensation act 11 meet a. 

When the owner of Occidental 
appeared on the television 
after the explosion oa hla 
oil rig. he proalacd that 
the families of all the 
workers aaployed by the 
coapaay would get £100,000 
sack. He omitted to sent loo 
that only 26 of the 167 
who died were sub-contract 
labour, their f mi 11m of 
course got nothing. Similarly 
the tally Mail revealed 
on August 1st, that three 
out of four of the clalaaats 
agalnat P+0 have not been 
paid anything 16 month* 
later. 

The effect of this indepth 
coverage and speculation 
aa to the cause never act¬ 
ually reaches a conclusion 
aa to who should be held 
responsible. Instead it 
deflects criticim and always 
avoids pointing the finger 
at the obviously guilty 
corporate party. 

Last November there was 
no evidence of editorial 
scruples. They exploited 
the propganda gift of Ennis¬ 
killen, to the hilt. All 
the newspapers were unequiv¬ 
ocal to their coa d aa aa tloa 
and treated with open con- 
taapt all apologies and 
excuses. Are the 167 workers 
any aore or lam dead? Are 
the excuses any aore or 
leas valid? Are the victim 
any aore or leas deserving 
of justice? 

Of course Emiaklllen was 
dlffermt. There la a war 
la Ireland. The violence 
of the IIA ia the violence 
of the oppressed. The carnage 
of Zeehrugge or Piper Alpha 
was not a freak accident. 
Just four aootha earlier 
they had been fined a deri¬ 
sory £400 for brooking the 
mfety regulations idilch 
lad to the dmth of another 
worker. This ia the grinding 
ayatamtlc violence of the 
capitalist ay atm, it ia 
the violence of the opp- 


On lames like this we cannot 
be lapartlal. Ms take sides 
and ao do they. Aa workers 
and revolutionaries our 
interests and sympathies 
as always lie with the opp¬ 
ressed. Theirs do not. 


It is the bwildiag industry 
rather than the oil industry 
that provides the evidence. 
Needlessly slaughtered every 
year la idiot amounts to 
corporate nans aurder. Thous¬ 
ands are mined and paral¬ 
ysed. The figures are iscree¬ 
ning. Between 1981 and 198) 
there have been 739 deaths 
la the sector of the claas- 
war zone. The Health and 
Safety Executive estimate 
that 70S could hove been 
prevented by asnageaent. 
This implies that alaoat 
one ia three are the reapone- 
iblity of the workers them- 
mi vea. This la bureaucratic 
nonsense aa the statistics 
show that the mjorlty of 
building sites are now non¬ 
union. Sub-contractors pro¬ 
vide the labour. Basically 
the workers have no rights, 
no sick pay, insurance cover, 
holiday pay, job security, 
coapeaaatlon, no caaplalnta 
procedure etc. In aany cases 
unskilled workers are requir¬ 
ed to do skilled jobs such 
aa scaffolding or using 
cutting machines etc. 

Anyone who complains or 
refuses risks end* up being 
"finished up". 

0b aany sites aanagmmnt 

actively encourages workers 
to adopt 'aacho' attitudes 
to mfety procedures. 

In a Capitalist Society, 

Capitalist ideas aad argue 
sent* hold the greatest 
currency among workers. 
TV chief priority is to 
get the job done aa quickly 
as possible, safety takes 
tim and tim of course 


Under Capital im an indiv¬ 
idual worker mils his or 
hers labour. Capitalists 
buy that labour. Capltallm 
therefore regards the worker 
aa a camodlty, something 
to ha bought aad sold. Noth¬ 
ing aore. TV only question 
than is am of price. Natur¬ 
ally the worker want a to 


mil his labour for as awch 
m possible the employer 
is concerned with paying 
as little as possible. Ia 
a non-union world, «*ere 
tV worker la forced to 
negotiate individually rather 
than collectively, the em¬ 
ployer aiaply respooda to 
mrket forces, of supply 
and daasnd. If aa employer 
needs workers, wages aad 
mfety conditions can be 
laproved, if tVre la a 
surplus of labour due to 
uncaployaent, wages and 
conditions suffer. TVt 
ia why hod carriers in tall 
take horn £80 while ia London 
because of tV building 
boaa tV same job pays £170. 
So such for a fair days 
work, a fair days pay. 

TV number of Inspectors 
in tV Health and Safety 
tascotive has doc lined by 
201 since 1980, while tV 
fatal and serious accidents 
across Industry has risen 
by WS in the asm period. 
In recent years tV four 
mjor disasters la Bradford, 
lings Cross, Zebrugge aad 
Piper Alpha Vve occurad* 
in arena idiere government 
departments rstVr than 
tV H.S.E hold tV reapona- 
lblity for mfety inspection. 
After Piper Alpha tV Minis¬ 
ter for toergy C. Parkinson 
declared that tVre was 
"no conflict of interest" 
between hla department being 
responsible for both mfety 
and profit. TV evidence 
suggests that V was telling 
tV absolute truth.... 

One survivor of tV oil 
rig atrocity described it 
"as working oa a tim boab". 
TV department displayed 
their concern over mfety 
by Insisting that tV workers 
be homed in wooden huts 
on tV rig itself. As V 
mid there mi no conflict 
of interest between mfety 
and profit. Capltallm is 
all about profit la tV 
profit we , pay; tV full 
coat ia blood, sweat and 
tears. To a system that 
enslaves us, we owe no loyal¬ 
ty, for us tV only loyalty 
that cm be regarded m 
legitimate is loyalty to 
the clam . Such a systm 
cannot be reformed, so it 
oust be dismantled. When 
to begin? TVre is no tim I 
like tV present. TV tim 
for RID ACnOi. 


BOX 


To everyones surprise there have bean ao cries of outrage 
fraa tV Tories about Ch anne l Fours decision last aoath 
to screen a VERT Btrnsi coup 

Considering the constant atteapts by both the Government 
and its back benchers to lntialdate and ausxls the BBC 

over everything froa tV Zircon Film to the VIson Mand¬ 
ela concert, it has been an inexplicable silence. Surely 
by now some Tory could have aade it to the front page 
of the Sun to condemn tV disgraceful slur on the mon¬ 
archy. That tVy would ever gat Involved in the backing 
of an aray coup? 

TV reason soae right wing Tory didn't is that the Deputy 
Leader of tV Labour Party did. "Fantasy aa distinct 

froa a contribution to political tVught.slogans 

sticking out of the dialogue.........as if the caapalgn 

group has supplied diagram" etc. 

Wiy should 'cuddly Roy' mvage tV work of a fellow 
MP Chris Mullin’ TVre are s number of reasons. One; 
because this well produced draaa has managed to get 
across to the general public the very shallow hold of 
democracy and freedoa in Britain today, in a way tVt 
no socialist theoretical tract could have done. I wonder 
how aany people In Britain on Sunday 3rd July went to 
bed asking themselves if this is really how the establi¬ 
shment works, and if it really is tV cam that we are 

only free to elect governments that tV White House 
and MI5 are prepared to tolerate. 

Anyone who has read Peter Wrights SpycatcVr will know 
tVt in the mrly 1970's senior officers in MIS became 
alaraed that Britain was in danger of a left wing take¬ 
over and with s complete disregard for the law set out 
to prevent this. Egged on by the CIA'S Jams Angleton, 
X MI) officers coaaitted 23 crialnal conspiracies and 
12 acts of treason. Their objectives were simply to 
replace Edward Heath as leader of the Tory Party with 

a reliable right-winger. Second, to replace the Labour 
leader Wilson with Callaghan srd finally to replace 

tV Labour Government with Thatchers new aodel Tory 
Party. 

TV min link Vtween MI) and tV Tories was Alrey Neave 
(dispatched by an INLA unit in '79) who was Thatchers 
caapalgn mnager in Vr leadership bid against Vath. 

Vr was the treasonble activity confined to tV intelli¬ 
gence services. During the financial crisis in 1976, 
whilst Jla Callaghans government was trying to save 
Itself with a mjor loan froa the IMF. Senior treasury 
civil servants were on tV phone urging the IMF (in 

which tV US Vs a mjorlty of the votes) to resist 
granting tV loan until even more draconian conditions 
Vd been extracted froa the Labour Governaent. Roy Hstt- 
ersley is aware tVt to publicly concede the truth about 
where the real power lies in Britain would man tVt 
the Labour leadership would have to draw up a package 
of "Harry Perkins” like reforms, to aake us aore open 
and accountable democracy slaply to retain any credibil¬ 
ity with the public. 

Por a Tory to denounce, would add rather than detract, 
froa its credibility. This ia where Hattersley fits 
in. 

This simple perVps trivial incident helps expose the 
real role of the Labour Party in tV systea. The rel¬ 
ationship is not aa the leadership In tVir radical 
aomnts would have you believe. It is not a contest 
between the Labour poacher and tV Tory gam-keeper. 
It ia sure like the Tory gam-keeper running his maters 
state with a little Vlp froa Vr/hla loyal retriever 
called Labour. 

Obviously, if as a protection against genuine poachers 
you keep a dog, you don't need to bark yourself. 



IF YOU 
KEEP A 
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w Action b II orfaahaltoa founded by working class 
to work for tkc furthering of Ike cause of 
.Socialism. Membership b open to all who accept our 
political principle! nod pay a weekly subscription. Every 
member has aa equal vote oa all Red Action policy and 


member, you can become a supporting met 
aot entitle you to vole, but you wil receive: 


1. A free subscription to the newspaper. 

2. A regular internal newsletter that will 
Informed of what b going on in the organisation 

y Notification of any Red Action activities in yi 

The coat for tbb b lit for one year. 


This does 


wlb keep you 


grateful to anyone who can take estra copies to sed 

PO box 158 
Hatfield 


'Thirty of the Leeds group clashed with 100 Bradford 
City supporters at the toms railway station and they 
had to be rescued and ushered on to the trains by un¬ 
uni formed police. During the fracas an undercover police 
officer P.C Paul Creehan, known to the gang as "poacher" 
was the only person arrested”. 

'New Statesaan* 
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MORE SBtSP. AND NONSBKX 
AT THE BACK. 


Curiously the one area of 
khe fane activity at the 
European Chaupionahlp in 
^eramay a couple of uonths 
ago that would seen to have 
Created the uoat alarm and 
offence, which waa reported, 
but was left unexplored 
waa the eight of hundreds 
of Rnglaad faaa openly die¬ 
playing fascist sympathies. 
Has it because it la recog¬ 
nised that they are aot 
the cause but a nymptau 
of e deeper anisine? The 
Guardiaa reported, "they 
sang God save the Queen 
to a ensued Nani salute" 
and then sneered, "the 
Bsgllsh s eemed confused 
about the Nasi natter, on 
the one hand they sang 'Hit¬ 
lers gonna gas 'en again' 
but on the other they wore 
T Shirts; bgland on Tour 
1914-39-88”. But then of 
couree the Brown Shirts 
were not emactly known for 
their political sophistica¬ 
tion either. Unlike Marxian, 
fascism la not a science, 
to be effective or attract 
recruits it does not have 
to sake actual sense. It 
la simply a loose Federation 
of prejudices tenoualy linked 
to a Hatching aet of illus¬ 
ory Interests eg, iauigrallon 
cauees unemployment. It 
is violent by nature, nation¬ 
al and not International 
In character. The basic 
philosophy is nation versus 
nation rather than clues 
versus class, no the spect¬ 
acle of right wing German 
Youths kicking lumps out 
of their right wing English 
counter-parts la for them 
entirely logical and consist¬ 
ent with their basic beliefs. 


This is aot to any that 
Fascists never co-ordinate 
their activities for mutual 
advantage. At Chelsea, the 

'Headhunters' have over 
the last three or four years 
deliberately fostered relat¬ 
ions with Loyallet/Fascista 
who follow Glasgow Rangers. 

The impact of this collusion 

has not been explosive but 

it has been insidious. In 
the 'ahed' at Chelsea, Eng¬ 

lish born hooligans sing 
the Orange Sash with fervour, 
sport loyalist tatooa, and 
expreaa vocal support for 
the UDA and the UVF. This 

undoubtedly is due to the 
connection with Rangers, 

previously any Irishman 

whether Loyalist or Republi¬ 
can would have just been 
regarded aa a 'stupid paddy'. 
Similarly in the last couple 
of years Scotland has witne¬ 
ssed a dramatic jump in 
the number of racially insp¬ 
ired attacks where previously 
it was not regarded sa a 
problem. 

Uhat is the secret ol their 
success? It is quite simple, 
their Propogsnda and argue- 
nents are not challenged. 
Revolutionary Socialists, 
the natural adversary of 
the fascists are not there 
to answer questions posed 
in the complete abiwnce 
of an alternative view, 
a counter argueaent; it 
is easy for the fascists 
to appear to have an answer 
for everything, to present 
things aa if 'their version 
of the truth is the literal 
truth*. Hsny who cell them¬ 
selves Socialists would 
feel that mixing in thin 
company is beneath them 
and would argue that this 
kind of activity is a diver¬ 
sion from the "real stugg- 


le". The fascists recognise 
the weakness of this type 
of argueaent and are only 
encouraged by it. 


la 1905 Lanin painted eat 
"We must use even legal 

opportunity so as not • to 
divorce ouraelvea from the 
working muease; we must 
live their lives and not 
become merely pure propogaa- 
dlsts who jam have s Revol¬ 
ution some time. Workers 
will have no respect for 
people of this sort". He 
la Red Action have always 
instinctively understood 
this. 

lost November after aa AFA 
rally against the NF on 
Reaeaberanre Sunday, a Red 

Action contingent led 200 
anti-fascists back through 
the 24 hour picket of South 
Africa House. 

The 'Headhunters' arrived 
on cue, all pies and vinegar 
but shrank from the opportun¬ 
ity for confrontation, and 
when challenged fled. Not 
all, I an happy to say escap¬ 
ed retribution. A few days 
later, one of their number 
adaltted, in the company 
of a Red Action contact 
t hat he had never been so 
frightened in his life. 
He had been told that Red 
Action were old men in duffle 
coats. 

At the moment the organised 
fascists are null in number 
but as the events in Germany 
demonstrated the Left are 
by no neons winning the 
battle for the hearty minds 
of the working class youth. 
ITils is not because Revolut¬ 
ionary Socialist argueaenta 
have been rejected, the 
real crime is that they 
have not been properly pres¬ 
ented. 

Racial ia not just a moral 
problem, or a social problem, 
it is a political problem 
and specifically a class 
problem, so ultimstley the 
only solution la a claae- 
besed aolutioa. The task 
is two-fold, first the Revol¬ 


utionary Left aunt earn 
the respect of the worklmg 
class ad s e c ond the aeo- 
faacists seat learn to rnm- 

onct the Revolutionary Left. 

There is another area of 
working clans culture where 
neo-fascists have an new 
growing hold. It la the 


working claaa youth across 
Hurope, neo-fascist bands 
now present National Social¬ 
ist srguaasnts aa a aolutioa 
to the problass canoed by 
Capita 11 an. Ia response 
to there disillusionment 
with the system and parliam¬ 
entary aociallan many youths 
adopt the hope lens anti- 
ideology of nihilisu, 'one 
sides aa bad as the other'. 

The part music plays in 
their overall strategy, 
is to help build bridges 
between nlhllian and fascism. 
It is seen as an Important 
link in the seduction pro- 


They have established a 
network of <ontacts, bands, 
supporters th oughout Europe 
but are esp-iclally strong 
in Geranny, ranee, Belgium 
and the Scandinavian count¬ 
ries. Aa in football their 
growth is directly related 
to the lack of an organised 
opposition. They are undeni¬ 
ably fascists, and while 
still relatively small they 
are undoubtedly a threat. 

It is for this reason that 
new organ iaat ion has been 
set up under the name 'Cable 
Street Beat'. It is sponsored 
by Red Action and affiliated 
to AFA. It has been set 
up to provide an alternat¬ 
ive. Its function is simple: 
it is to counter and ultimat¬ 
ely negate the propogsnda 
actlvltes and objectives 
of organisations like 'Blood 
and Honour' at home and 
abroad. 


It will be launcl.ed in August 
September. If interested 
etc., See next issue for 
further details. 


A benefit last January organ¬ 
ised by Red Action for Irish 
Republican Socialist Prison¬ 
ers was a great success, 

raising over £600 for the 
prisoners. The Welfare Offi¬ 
cer of the 1RSP case over 
froa Belfast and addressed 
the audience, urging support 
for the prisoners appeal, 
which if you have been read¬ 
ing recent copies of RA 
I'n sure you will be familiar 
with. We must also lake 
this opportunity, to thank 
'Folk in Hell', once again 
for donating their services 
free of charge for that 
night. 

The reason we are mentioning 
this social in the pages 
of RA again, is not Just 
so we can blow our own prov¬ 
erbial trumpets, but so 
we can also kick a few old 
myths once and for all. 

We are always told by other 
so called left groups, that 
you will alienate working 
class people from left-wing 
politics if you support 
and present the most militant 
of causes (eg in Red Action's 
case support for the armed 
struggle in Ireland or phy¬ 
sical confrontation with 
fascist). Yet the events 
of that January Friday night 
would certainly appear to 
suggest otherwise. TYie audie¬ 
nce was made up of nalnly 
working class people, most 
of them not being members 
of any particular political 
party and yet, here they 
were enjoying a very enter¬ 
taining night and at the 
same tlae donating money 
to 1NLA prisoners; not the 
most liberal of causes by 
anybodys standards. The 
hall was decked out in post¬ 
ers etc., depicting volun¬ 
teers involved in the armed 
struggle, which left all 
those inside in no doubt 
as to the esuse their money 
was going to and also, Just 
as laportantly s large amount 
of socialist/republican 



Wa may not be in a poaitlon to mm 
in a poaitlon to do something to • 


the M. Block*, but we certainty art 
i th* plight of those lnalds them. 


material was sold at the 

bookstall, proving that 

entertainment and politics 
can sit in the same room 
together. 

But above all, I think what 
the evening clearly proves, 
is that if you take your 
most militant section of 
the coaawnity, the working 
class, then they will come 
to accept then, though admit¬ 
tedly not always with open 
arms. It is only when, like 
most of the left groups, 
you try to disown or hide 
the most controversial ele¬ 
ments of your revolutionary 
socialist politics, that 
working class people become 
suspicious of the left and 

their ideas. This is why 

the left find themselves 


continually having to pander 
to the middle classes to 
gain their support and in 
turn find themselves water¬ 
ing down their politics 
to suit, 

To-daie Red Action are the 
only political organisation 
to respond positively to 
the appeal launched 12 months 
ago. We therefore challenge 
those in Britain who call 
themselves Revolutionary 
Socialists to either cone 
to the aid of the Revolution¬ 
ary fighters who languish 
in the Jails of our own 
ruling class or to stop 
inventing excuses, (represen¬ 
tatives of one of the larger 


ing political groups 
in Britain dismissed the 
appeal as "charity") fir 
their own lack of conviction 
and assume their nghlf 1 
place in the ranks of t' e 
class-collaborators u i 

imperialists in the Lbjoi r 
Party. No doubt many will 
dismiss this analysis as 
impertinence coming as it 
does from a group that many 
on the left regard aa 'out¬ 
laws’. First, however, they 
should consider this definit¬ 
ion of international solidar¬ 
ity from a man who knew 
a thing or two about revolut¬ 
ionary politics: V.I. Lenin. 
"There is one and only one 
kind of real internationalism 
and that is working whole¬ 
heartedly for the development 
of the revolutionary movement 
and the revolutionary strug¬ 
gle in one's own country 
and supporting by propogan- 
da sympathy and material 
aid. This struggle and only 
this, line in every country 
without exception". 


If you want to find out 
more about aociallat priaoa- 
era aid. write to: Red Actloa 
P.0 Box 158 
Hatfield 


LETTER FROM 
THE KESH 

COMRADES H BL0CI 7 IMG KESH 8.2.88 


First of all I will expreaa ay comrades and ay own appre¬ 
ciation for the support groups interest and help in 
coping with the myriad of problems faced by Republican 
Socialist Prisoners and their families and friends. 
Because the RSM is small it tends to be "forgotten" 
about when it comes to helping prisoners and their fam¬ 
ilies, which aaken your support all the more valuable. 

As to us the prisoners, because we are no longer in 
the spotlight does not mean that things are running 
nicely in this jail. The prison administration here 
have adopted the opposite approach towards National 
and Republican prisoners, to that they employed from 
1975 till 1981 namely one of outright confrontation. 

They now employ the inhumane gradualist approach of 
gradually and systematically grinding down the prisoners 
will. This is their aim. Why else do they practise an 
unfair system for prisoners with the intermlnate sen¬ 
tences? Denial of a right to compassionate parole for 
all prisoners. A complete absence of facilities on wings 
for long term prisoners and a disgraceful lack of facll- 
ilittes for the vialts. 

The visits in thla jail are a hostile environment. How 
can this be conducive to maintaining family relations. 
All thla la a society we are told regards the family 
as its basic unit. The only logical conclusion 1 can 
came to ia that it is an attempt by the British to punish 
not just the prisoners for resisting their misrule in 
Ireland, but prisoners families and friends also and 
by extension the entire people of the aix counties. 

Aa always us prisoners will be used by the British aad 
Irish politicians aa pawns, political hostages, therefore 
only those wno nave our interests uppermost gsnulaly 
apesk for and represent us aa a whole. Thome others 
will uk us as political hostages for their own claaa 
and party Interests. 

I hear you are attempting to establish support groups 
throughout England on a national basis. I wish you all 
the best and hope you succeed. I want to thank you all 
aa well for sending on the hooka. Don't forget any books 
are allowed la, political or novels, men are always 
looking for novels. Some men don't reed political books 
and the books don't have to be new, eecond head ones 
are allowed. 
















The Government ie under preseure tram the CBI employers 
Federation to conduct a thorough review of Wages Councils 
which aet the minima levels of pay for about 2.25 mill* 
ion of the lowest paid workers. In a move that could 
lead to their abolition. In early July 500,000 workers 
In the Hotel and Catering Induatry enjoyed the full 
benefit. They were granted a 6X rlae. In actual cash 
It amounts to 12p extra an hour. It takes their hourly 
pay to C2.12 - Cl.38 below the Council of Europes recomm¬ 
ended decency threahold. Now isn't that something worth 
fighting to hang on to. Read on, it gets worse. 

A recent report by the Low Ray Unit "accuses the govern¬ 
ment of turning s blind eye to what amounts to a crime 
wave of Illegal under payment". 

THE FACTS 

1. According to the Unit nearly a quarter of establiah- 
ments visited by Inspectors last year were found to 
be paying below agreed mlnlmua levels amounting to more 
than Cl.2 million In arrears. £400,000 was never recover- 


2. The number of Inspectors has been cut by more than 
half since the government came to power In 1979 while 
the number of social security fraud inspectors has risen 
dramatically. 

3. Firms covered by the Wages Councils can expect to 
be visited on average only once in 20 years. 

4. Only nine prosecutions were brought last year despite 
4,443 establishments under paying. 

5. Wages set by the Councils average stands st £1 below 
the Council of Europes decency threshold. 

6. 9j million adult workers earn less than their threah¬ 
old. 

7. Workers under 21 were disqualified from the protection 
of the wages round la in 1986. 

8. The proportion of workers below that decency level 
hasi grown from 38X to 46X since 1979. 

The Low Pay Unit warns that abolition of the Councils 
would take us closer to a sweat shop economy 'encouraging 
a spiral of wage undercutting and inefficient production 
based on cheap labour'. 


In the May edition of the NF paper The Flag, they were 
still whining on about an incident that happened almost 
18 months previously. On 21st February l*>87 during an 
NF by-election meeting in Charlton. South West London; 
the article describes how in a "herotr buttle" pensioners 
and a pregnant wamun" drove 40 labour party thugs from 
the hall. Evidentally not completely happy with the 
result they made a number of complaints about the police 
as well, which we will take and assess one by one; 

I. NF canvassers were attacked as they went about thier 
work- TRUE 


2. An NF candidate wan attacked as he leafletted the 
constituency- TRUE 

3. An NF election worker was attacked with u brick as 
he waited at Charlton Bridge Station- FALSE people who 

know about these things have Informed me that; in fact 
It warn a beer can. 


4. A police inspector deliberately let 40 Labour Party 
thugs into the meeting after bring told they had already 
committed acts of violence. 


FALSE- 40 labour party thugs? Do me s favour. In fact 
the meeting was broken up by a aere 15 aeabera of AFA. 
On other occalsaona we have been presented as a 'Jewish 
hl L T'T* • Pink Actlo « alter an NF march waa 

h n8t Edmund* in '86 a. *30 red ICF foot- 
bmll hooligans Tch, Tch, credit where credits are due 
chaps. However one austn't grumble, conalderiag what 
they stead for. lying about ua is by far their least 
offeaalve activity. 


Labour Party spokesaan on Red Action: 'Our 
violence for political or social change are the same 
whether that violence is from the right, left, or centre. 

f* W'* ,rf •» different 

from the National Front if they pursue violent confront¬ 
ation over the democratic process'. 


’Hie only real street battles the RF has 
is have been with Red Action*. 

Lead singer of the fascist band Skrewdriver 


keen involved 


L tNe * unc optionally in tht fight agai 
a good bunch of boya and girls'. 

Gerry Gable, Editor of the anti-fascist asgasine Sear 
light. Thanks Gerry. Quotes from sn nrtlcle in the B1 
nagasine on Red Action. 


X a a socialist definitely and I'm a republican. I be- 
lleve in a united Ireland, a malted socialist Ireland, 
definitely social let. Capitalian provides so answer 
at all for oar people and I think that Is the Brits 
mala interest la Ireland. I'm oppressed am a woman but 
also because I'm Irish. Everyone la this country is 
oppressed and wa can't successfully end our oppression 
as women aatil we first end the oppression of oar coent¬ 
ry. Bat I don't think tlwt's the end of it. It happened 
before when we took a lock east. Bat women today have 
gome thromgh too much. No way will they allow that to 
happen, sad I hope I'm alive because I certainly won't 
allow this to happen. Ones wa remove the British that 
Isn't It, that Is oaly the beginning." 




MUsh State. 


SOLDIER 

Mrs Thatcher appears to view the SAS la the-of 

Ceeeer viewing him Pretoriaa Guard. Her earn private 
army with a prims loyalty to her not, the coaatry. It 
la reported that she dirsctly controls than and thair 
deployment. As an old aoldiar I watched Nr Iaa Smith 
doing the sane la Rhodesia with the Selous Scoots. Before 
*** °* er * th *? w * Te blowing up the Mia 
SollalMry Churches sad attributing it to the Zaala/Zlpra 
ant1-Oiriats. Do wa have to wait until Westminster Abbey 
goes ap la a puff of smoke before someone la authority 
addresses oar evidence. 

Hsjor F.J Rolroyd (retired.) Part of the test of the 
letter the Guardiaa declined to priat. 

Des»h on the Rock. A Journalists vitw of Gibraltar. 

'Perhaps the government thinks tlmt It can get away 
*ltk no farther enquiry beyond s delayed inquest appar- 
amtly rigged in the arnys favour. Perhaps it feels that 
future emberraaaeopnt will be aaved by pmaelag a new 
law to sake it a criminal offence for any newspaper even 
to aaatloa the secret operations of these shadowy bodies. 

f-#l 11 ta “ •rror of judgement that 

will have the whole cabinet wishing they had aarely 
■fcot down aa Aer Lingua passenger plane by mistake'. 
Auberon Waugh-Thn Sunday Telegraph. 

EYE WITNESS 


I looked down aa soon aa I heard tht first shot, I saw 
a aaa falling to the ground aad another nan shooting 
at him. When I looked again two sea were walking along 
the pavement pattlag gums lato a blue and white b* 
along with a jacket aad what I thought was s passport, 
lhey then welked to the end of the rood, went around 
and started welking faster and faster and other sen 
cane running. A policeman had got out of a police car 
on the other aide of the road and jumped across the 
barrier. The two aen got into the beck of a white car 
pointing towards town and ware drives off. They're get¬ 
ting away the killers are getting away, I 
Observer Sunday 13th Nerch 1988. 


WE ARE 
REDACTION 


ACTION n an ORGANISATION MM Mil l) TO WORK TOW ARDS 
TMF. ENDING Of THE CAPIT Alibi SYSTEM Of PROOt (TION AND 
THE EM ARIJSMMENT Of A SOCIAL!*? OM 

lAPITAUSM Tht need of capital sad labour cssnoi e*rr to reconciled la 
qnert by dm en*pk>*mp etna** far gnaWr prafk. t» Is rterwri cos 
k sf «w worktop dma fur Mglav *ape*. obwmr how* etc. R U ia dw 
of tor impto)w to Imp wagn down as Ian at pmatok »Mk H b 
t of Sr major*) I br mo »>»♦ 


ha 


nah of Hi ona gash. A vfctof) lor nor soar 

da major mo w s of eoaflki to Ha nor 

H bored oo dto schotr owarntop of Ha 


■tor* of Wa arv Ha pet* ate peopert) of a Im 

ool nhal H mod wetad* oa r waan, 

ni make dam ibr mow prof*. W bro N adk Ham. dto) arv obto to dam 

mr prodert h t naan s. r*eo Htoagfc Harr ms> bt pram mrM ami 

|»bar mold br prudocod oa Ham. Ra g mdto a * of bon rteb a earner) am) bt to aato 

apMafkm css arm provide aqosRl) sf ntsHfe dor to Hi ana loh r r v ol 
H * a** tonal) Unpovatok far wa r)bod) to ba r ooa a rspHa 

I so rmpto)tot daw aad a worktop dam, or If yas Wa aa oppar dam aad tonar ck 
fn p p la p op Hto i)lm. arv da form of mdal control arm), pain lam. < 

4 and oo ocroos to bh wprvi i o to dm of 


| SOCIALISM h k 

N nordd tone lo br pmaal la aa) 

PERI K OW NKRhMIP Oak nbta ad of Ha major pradaclht 
Hit 



(YJNTIMM Of SOCIETY Ad Iboar »bo ocvop) portltoa* of ponrr and i 
| nto bt M u led b) dtoar da) rv p maaf oad mhjecl to ma>. 

FREEDOM AND EQL AIJTY Al nW bt npteltd to wo l rtbo* 

I al nil receive tqmH toward aad bo*r aqasl rlgtov In r qt rth t of «e». ran or rrttd. 
Tbr aoa n« pm*tor odtqaoa lariHHt* to catrr for Ha oreto of Ha etoret), tot. 
, ton top mother* rtc. nko nto al raevkt a ful na| 


nto br legal and prottotd b) Ha amt. Harr nil br Irttdom or a on to p for al 

rti pto o. bar oo dmre* nto br aiontd to tolarfart to Odt sw am . 


IMIRN A TION Al IVW I to capUator« 

Hartfort Ha arupglr to o*tr«bron fa k a nortontdr oar. Al noritr* ever) whew 
ba»t Ha «aaa torwl i ll k Impo art IH e for lartoMim lo nkl to I 
coootr). aa Ha ponrr of totrmarlooal < 


night thoughts 


1 notlcwl graffitti la 

Horthera Ireland 1. that the Republican stuff asm rain! 

loyalists staff was quite backward, "woga out" and staff 

4 • To *«fone whoever says they support the Brit¬ 
ish Oreupatioa of Ireland, you've got to say Lovallm 

Mew?" 1 *"' '"*** °" th * “"**• iUw with 

u L,T,r^. •^ r,ln * tk * f, to .Mlut 41 . 1 . 1 .. 
iJi-TV if rl * ****" rov t ** oc * th * vtruggle of the 
• “ fcr,h ' r " i " i “ i r, * ht - 

bl .°« ra » ,h » ° f "H* HouseamrtIns' 

5 £Jft NUk. * a ' * ““ ,Uite 

Credits, thanks and inspirations Included atoongst others. 
The Miners, The Irish Republican Socialist Party. Dennis 

r^Tuo^ r?* s-ydo g :' a „r iB 

sed Action...Illustrious company Indeed. 


’ “°"‘1 •* “ ,h * IM — r 1. 

d h* of the "oat brutal regimes the 
world has ever seen. ^ * ine 

vening Standard- Thuraday 4th August 1988. 


People have said they do not want to go back to Victor¬ 
ian sweatshops. Would we not be better if the country 
was one sweatshop, hard at work instead of having three 
million unemployed?'. 

Peler Thurnhum. HP. 

"Political toleration is a product of the complacency 
of the ruling damn. When that complacency la disturbed 
there never wua a more bloody-minded aet of thuga than 
the British Ruling Claaa." 

Mr Michael Foot former leader of the Labour Party. 

'This is a deeply moral society'. 

Rupert Murdoch-owncr of the Sun. 

drafting, brilliant la d«lw. r y' in 

Margaret Thatcher. * 


NO PARLIAMENTARY ROAD TO SOCIALISM 

*)Urm. toca ois ito ml | 

■ad ito l ead en of Ha armad form, pohet 

jodktoo ew Tto pm 
Tto Lsboor Pwt> don am try to ead < 


, bm mewl) ghv toe woekm • I 


EMON STR1M.II1 Wf SEPPORT ANT PM KM UNE IN IMJEME Of 
WORRf.RS I DIM, STANDARDS. We «opporl a or< 


of Hto offkiak » too • 


TOT Al OPPOSfTION TO RA(1SM AND I AM ISM We« 
or Meolog) wbb* anwopt* lo dhidr Ito »odtop (torn oo groood* of an. «m. or 
cmd. tot mrngabe Hto omd lo i 


THE IRISH NATKINAI IIRERAIION KTRtGGLE AGAINST (M R OWN 
RtlJM* CLASS We loppon Ito rlglM of appmtod peopto Ito »orW o»w to flgbl 
back. We oot u od H I n oafh *uppoei Ito rlgto of ito rr*otouooan anato* Tto lekb 
Hap obd ca o Arm), aad Hto IrbA NaHoato iJtomOoo Ana), lo engage to on 


irooragN 
*>0) to wWch Hto) bo*i 


r to whirl Hto) randan ito* imp*, oad from ito 


THE COMMLNIST STATES Tto wplmn to coomrin me* m Ramto. Chtoo 
Cabo tor. arv omd m w impl ei lo to) aad pro*e *ortoHtm -Tt Inbli lo oar Hr*. 
■Bbuuf* Ibrrn coamrin bote ptoaatd eraoamk*. ito* cannot to dnertord a* 
rootoad I bat «ortotom esaam to imptomeotod from above b> ao 
fp. freedom aad democror) are 

feature* of . nr toH m aad to Hto* atoeoce M caaaot nhi. We mppori H» 
HgM of Ito peopk to Htoae tome*‘lo oveeltoo** ito IrodenMp aad bupkmeat meto* 

pohrin. Al Ito mow daw bswe*er. we etcugake ito dlfncwhlr* ibai Warn me* i 
-face, from capMalki backed owe i eoon 



TMI ORt.ANlSATMIN TradWoooR), dw ururtore of 
groop* to Ihk roaato). boa torn ear otoee the ItodenMp k made up of a *mod | 


a wt up. aad c oerupHoa mao mto to. aad mcoadh bacsom Iboae kadtog ito 
dmdoa are m far imhaved from dw realtor* of oorti* ctoaa We. * via not 


uf aad hd b) worktop dam peopk. Ii meal recogoke ikai no kadenttp k I 

from rn reupHoo aad to kuaf) d n oacramc to H> toienmi rtrwcloce*. ll am*t to mad) 

•• »«*k to a aao mwartoa aaam w*b otore nr tofc i aad proceed* e pruopa. ll 

mart petmai *ortolki poWIrt to a manner to w*k* •eettop dam peopk can MaaHf) 
md dw* work and dwk kkare.» mart to rn ail.i r a i , prto ri pkd and 
la Ik potokv Ool) Hwo «»W U togto to to abk lo retoto to dw 
■tort of whom loda* arv ouM If om bortde toward* Ito 
Ml. We re rnpa ki dm a revotoHoaa 

M captodkm k to to oveeltowoa. Wemirtdal part). aaHber are dtom groupa I 
w*k* ctoko to be h. We w« work to keep atoe a iradHtoo of w«k*g dan | 
ac* dme oa eaoog* mtolam. coo to I 


'A flab rota from the hand down' 
Michael Dukakis on Reagans Regime. 

































